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Key messages
e Candidates are advised to spend some time checking their answers for grammatical accuracy and

spelling errors.
e Candidates should ensure they use their own language in summarising the text.

General comments

Performance this year ranged from good to very good overall, with some candidates presenting impressive
performances in all aspects. Texts were accessible to candidates, and many were able to capture the main
ideas in their summary. There were few scripts with no responses to both questions.

Some candidates used colloquial Arabic in answers, and their language contained many spelling and
grammatical errors as well as awkward structures.

Comments on specific questions

The sub-questions were based on text 1. They covered a variety of points and tested different levels of
ability.

Question 1
(a) Most candidates answered this question successfully.
(b) Overall, performance on this question was good but many candidates only gave a partial response.

An incorrect answer seen was ‘JLA)S\ < Leaj) G‘b: Al Jie 0S8 Y

(c) Most candidates answered this question successfully.

(d) This question was answered well by many candidates, but other candidates answered the first
point to do with &) ¥ia¥) but missed the second, which was 33,

(e) Only stronger candidates answered this correctly and many others did not cite the evidence
correctly. Some candidates did not give the correct response and others started with the correct

phrase ‘Ciad) 038 J) sl Jéas a8 byt did not qualify it with * alea (Sl Slad) elli e

bJuM u.uJ\.JA LG_.\A"
(f) Many candidates answered this question correctly.
(9) Many candidates missed the focus in the question on the key phrase (ol Lﬁbe’ about education

reforms and gave different answers, such as * sbadl (e 3asall e sleally Axal) s 4yl
Llaadl; ValA Uy S5 200Dl (03 585 A Lgual g il Uiyl (lany,

(h) Performance was very good overall, as most candidates answered the question correctly, capturing
the two required points. Some weaker candidates captured only one point.
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(i) There was a good performance on this question overall and many candidates correctly gave the
three required points. Others only gave two correct points.

() Most candidates answered the first point about d)\éy‘ or g:,—‘\u\ uajﬂ\ but they did not
capture the second point about ‘GAUAS\’ or ‘@U-d\ _);1#’. Instead, they used alternatives for the
first point like 35LuY) 8% gng 3Ly ol sl

(k) Performance was good overall, but a number of candidates were unsuccessful in answering this
guestion. Some gave answers like: ‘OUall 5 3L G o sl and ‘Ja
dalad) 3Latl HElall JLai¥ g (3 sl g sl
Accuracy
Many candidates showed a high level of accuracy in their use of language, with few spelling and grammatical
errors. Candidates understood the questions and delivered direct answers correctly. Only a few candidates
lifted whole chunks of text to get to the answers, demonstrating weak understanding of some questions.

However, many candidates used their own language, rephrasing the sentences from the texts.

Question 2

Content

Performance on the summary section was good overall, with some impressive performance by a good
number of candidates. The observation is that many candidates found both texts accessible and relevant to
their experience in education.

Overall, the performance in capturing the main ideas of the texts ranged from average to excellent. There

were a few candidates who wrote generic summaries unrelated to the texts and used irrelevant points or
themes, which demonstrated weak comprehension skills.

Style and Organisation

Many candidates used meaningful introductions and conclusions and presented their summary in thematic
paragraphs, using good linking words and phrases that were applied correctly in context, some of which
were of high standard, for example:

’\.AU; cs.ﬂbéc'&})c 4JSJS\4)JJ;‘\L)A4UQ eﬂ.us\_a cMsﬂuYWe\.ﬂu

In addition, many candidates adhered to the word limit and were able to summarise the main ideas within
this constraint.

Accuracy

In the summary of both texts, many candidates used appropriate vocabulary and a range of good
grammatical structures, some of which was complex and, in some cases, higher than the required level (see
examples below). There were many very accurate summaries seen. However, there were some candidates
whose language contained minor/major grammatical errors, such as in noun-adjective agreement, non-
human plural agreement, subject-verb agreement, ‘idafa’ phrases and the use of the accusative case after
J¥ and its sisters, or when the word is in the object position (see examples below) and the use of
colloquialisms. This sometimes made their summary hard to follow due to an unclear focus and persistent
errors. In addition, the wrong preposition was often used with some verbs (see below).

Examples of the use of own words:

S

dva‘ﬂ\).ia.\ -
daa )l g Cabaladl) -
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(llal) (o) pgalaial yfy La jldl
Laliiall aaY) 3 jlaa
Sl bla 3 GBAY) 3 58

Examples of complex and strong structures:

o S Leaal ¢ glan oo JOA (e by asleil) aUaill =Sla) 3 55 i ) LSl 43
skl g al sy cndly dias G ang 3 caleall 5 Ul A8dle

Clala s e & aivaall il ()Tl el (35 5 il s a5 Cupaniy ) jaia¥) cang
1 L

paa ol 5 Cpalatiall (a5 (ol g sl 5 (p SERD) (5 glad SO (e pasdedll pllail) Jla el
a3 skad (Saal) i) 3 damaall 3Ll e Y15 ¢ i) AS2A)

Examples of weak structures/grammatical errors:
PRy (PRE 7Y
o) (G 8 ol Sl
S Gl e cala g o AaSall Y
3 gliial) sLual) & b e acliy
Al Sl A Jasy sl Jlaall ol
sallaiy O G el 5 G S8R (0 iy
pes gObaY) iy
geind) e S ha (R L 3

Examples of using the wrong preposition:

Laad) pha Ayl e il (g
coodl) lihne agd e (938 O Gl
e Ayl
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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/02_English
Writing

Key messages

To do well on this paper, candidates need to:

Read the question thoroughly first and try to understand what the task is exactly then provide a relevant
and precise response to what is being asked.

Comply with the writing style of the task, so descriptive tasks should not be converted into a narrative
one and an argumentative task should not be turned into a discussion (or story) between two people.

In argumentative tasks, candidates need to argue for or against a case and not simply give the
opposing opinions.

Ensure that the description provided in descriptive tasks is meaningful and serves the purpose of the
task and gives a clear picture of what is being described. Candidates should avoid side descriptions that
have no purpose.

Avoid the use of memorised introductions and conclusions that are generic unless they have direct link
with the task.

Avoid the use of colloquial and foreign words and expressions.

Improve on the correct use of case endings. For instance, make sure that the subject is in the ¢
case, while the predicate of \lsils (i< and objects are in w s case.

Remember that weak verbs in majzoum case lose the last weak letter (s «s «)

Improve on the conjugation of verbs especially with dual and feminine plural.

Pay more attention to the difference between human and non-human plurals when applying
grammatical rules.

Pay more attention to the difference between masculine and feminine especially with the use of verbs

and A s sl ¢ Laud)),

Use the correct pronouns especially with prepositions: lénot & 4, 4= not s . Similarly, pay close

attention to the use of prepositions with verbs and remember that verbs in Arabic take different
prepositions to English.

Remember prepositions like 4 should not attach to the following word. We write: auadl & not duadl.
Pay more attention to the difference between certain words that are close in pronunciation such as _ll
and Y}, also ¢Sinot (<Y / 1aa not 1.

Be more careful when writing and distinguishing: sl 33as and Jeasll 33ea.

Improve on the writing of 33l within and at the end of words.

Pay more attention to the difference between 4Lkl Caly) and s saiall ),

Pay more attention to how to write (sl oY1 especially in nominative and genitive cases.

Pay attention to the difference between ikl (Ul da gl .1l especially with verbs.

General comments

In general, all questions proved to be very popular amongst the candidates. Though, some of these
questions were slightly less popular than the others. In Section 1, Question C was less popular than the
rest, while Questions A and D were slightly more popular than Question B. In Section 2, Question C was
the least popular whilst all other questions were very popular.
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Again, there seems to be a continuous improvement in terms of complying with the writing styles of the
tasks, especially in the descriptive style where we see more candidates moving away from the habit of
transforming it into a narrative style. Nevertheless, the new trouble here is while candidates are using a
descriptive style, they tend to employ it to describe issues that are only secondary and do not serve in
fulfilling the task. So instead of describing traditional weddings for instance (as required in the question) they
engage in describing the party or the people who attend the wedding. Describing secondary issues is fine
and can add strength to the writing piece but only when it is not the focus of the description. Candidates
need to be advised and guided to read more descriptive works in standard Arabic by authors who are
famous in this style to learn how and what to describe. There has also been a continuous improvement in
terms of the use of colloquial and foreign words and expressions, as we see fewer and fewer of them in
comparison to previous sessions.

Unfortunately, we still see that grammatical errors are playing a key role in obstructing candidates from
accomplishing higher marks. This is especially true in the case of several candidates who are talented in
terms of developing decent ideas and know how to comply with the writing style of the task, but they are let
down by the frequent grammatical mistakes they make. Candidates can benefit greatly from reading aloud
(supervised in class) authentic works by well-known authors, so one can get familiar with the use of the
idiomatic style of Arabic which will not only improve their own style of writing but also can help them avoid
obvious grammatical errors.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Questions A and B

The task in these two questions is to produce an argumentative essay, contending for or against an idea. In
Question A, candidates were asked to give a clear opinion on whether life a hundred years ago was easier
than our life now or the other way around, whereas, the task in Question B was to write an essay on
whether parents have the right to read personal diaries of their children. Both questions clearly ask
candidates to state their opinion on the matter and provide evidence to convince the reader of their essays.
A good number of candidates who opted for these questions addressed them very well and some of them
were able to produce good responses, as they argued for one view or the other. However, higher marks
overall could have been achieved if grammatical accuracy had been carefully reviewed. In addition, some
candidates missed the opportunity to score high marks for writing their opinion in a comparison style rather
than an argumentative one. Others also employed a discursive style, so instead of arguing for one side and
giving reasons for choosing their stance, they simply discussed the stances without providing where they
stand and why.

Questions C and D

The task in these two questions is to produce a discursive essay, without the need to argue for or against
one side. In Question C, candidates were asked to discuss the assumption that friendship between people
from different countries cannot be successful. In Question D, candidates were asked to examine the truth
behind the belief that technology has thwarted the youth’s ability to innovate. Unsurprisingly, the latter
question proved to be very popular amongst candidates, as they were able to link it directly to their day-to-
day lives. Generally speaking, a good number of those who opted for these questions were able to highlight
a series of relevant points and made a clear attempt to develop some of them. However, as it seems to
always be the case, marks could have been significantly higher had the language level matched the level of
the content.

Section 2
Questions A and B

The task in these two questions is to produce a descriptive essay, in which candidates are expected to give a
vivid, detailed description of something, such as a place or an object, showing their ability to use the
language in an original and creative manner, to convey to the reader a memorable image of whatever they
are describing. In Question A, candidates were asked to describe traditional weddings in their countries and
the general atmosphere during these weddings. In Question B, the task was to describe a book exhibition
that took place in the city. Both questions drew large interest, although the former was slightly more popular.
In general, there is a continuous improvement in using the descriptive style compared to previous sessions,
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as a good number of candidates were able to deliver a very nice description using a good selection of
interesting ideas and images with a range of details. Yet, some candidates missed the opportunity for scoring
higher marks by drifting away from the descriptive task by telling a story. Also, several candidates were
unable to avoid some basic grammatical errors which affected their marks negatively.

Questions C and D

The task in these two questions is to produce a narrative essay, in which candidates are expected to write a
story that has an introduction, plot, characters, setting, climax, and conclusion. The story needs to be in a
clear and eye-catching language and a satisfying pace. The task in Question C, was to write a story that
illustrates the benefits of being patient at work, while in Question D, candidates were asked to write a story
ending with the expression ‘and only at that point | understood what my grandmother told me’. The latter
question proved to be more popular and that is maybe because it gives more freedom to choose a desired
topic than the former which has a precise topic. Overall, there is a clear improvement in terms of
understanding the meaning of narrative writing as stories were easy to follow with a good pace and
developed smoothly. Many candidates were able to link their stories (especially the latter) to their day-to-day
life. There were some very nice stories with good imagination in developing the details of the events. Then
again, there were some candidates who tried to produce various stories, but their stories lacked a real climax
and were purely an account of a series of incidents. In some writings, the events throughout the stories were
not developed logically which prevented these stories from running smoothly. Again, marks could have been
significantly higher in some cases, had the language level matched the level of the content.
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